Standing Firm – Revelation 13:1-18

(NIV) The Beast out of the Sea
1 The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. 3 One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the beast. 4 People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?”
5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. 7 It was given power to wage war against God's holy people and to conquer them. And it was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the Lamb's book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.
9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.
10 “If anyone is to go into captivity,
into captivity they will go.
If anyone is to be killed with the sword,
with the sword they will be killed.”
This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God's people.
The Beast out of the Earth
11 Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercised all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 13 And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to the earth in full view of the people. 14 Because of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that the image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 16 It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, 17 so that they could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its name.
18 This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man. That number is 666.


Sermon notes:


· A cloth poorly dyed, and an early morning sky. How are they the same? Their colours easily change.

· It occurs every minute, twice in every moment. Yet never in one hundred thousand years. What am I? A letter M.

· Never ahead, ever behind. Yet flying swiftly by. For a child I last forever. For an adults I’m gone too fast. What is it? Childhood!

· It can be said: To be gold is to be good. To be stone is to be nothing. To be glass is to be fragile. To be cold is to be cruel. Unmetaphored, what am I? A heart.

· It cannot be seen, cannot be felt. Cannot be heard, cannot be smelt. It lies behind the stars and under hills, and empty holes it fills. If comes first and follows after, Ends life, kills laughter. What am I? The darkness.

· A box without hinges, key or lid. Yet golden treasure inside is hid. It is…Eggs; oranges.

· This thing all things devours: Birds, beasts, trees, flowers; Gnaws iron, bites steel; Grinds hard stones to meal; Slays king, ruins town! Beats high mountain down. I am? Time.

Do you want more?
· You feel it, but never see it and never will – your heart.

· You must keep it after giving it – your word.

· As light as a feather, but you can’t hold it for ten minutes. – Your breath.

· Has a mouth but does not speak, has a river but never sleeps – a river

· You break it even if you name it! Silence.

I’ll end with this one:
· If you break me I do not stop working, if you touch me I may be snared, if you lose me nothing will matter. HOPE.
· These are referred to as enigmatic riddles. These reflect the essence of Revelation 13. We shall come back to the concept of enigmatic riddle at the end. Now let’s get an overview of Revelation 13.

1. We have a dragon giving 2 beasts incredible powers to dominate, corrupt and deceive people everywhere.

2. The 2 beast are seen as the beast of the sea and beast of the earth.

3. In essence the beasts represent evil in our world. The purpose is to wreck havoc and prevent people finding hope, ultimately seeking to destroy faith in God.

4. The beasts speak about about God and people of faith.

5. It’s argued that the beast of the sea represents the political system, the functions of civil society. The purpose is to see humanity lulled into a false sense of security that all will be well and no need for God.

6. The beast of the earth is argued to be the way we live, the economy of life, money and other resources. It is seen as seeking our allegiance to the point that we will not need or want God or have faith. It goes as far as creating a situation where we have to choose God or life.

· It is so easy to get depressed reading this chapter of Revelation. We could so easily lose faith.

· Revelation is described as prophecy that us it could be forthtelling or foretelling. It speaks into the moment or speaks of the future. I believe it is a combination of both.

· The dragon and the beasts are very much a reflection of the writing of Daniel ch.7. He writes of 4 beast. His description is very similar to that of John’s Revelation.

· I believe the key to understanding Revelation 13 lay in two verses. 10 “If anyone is to go into captivity into captivity they will go. If anyone is to be killed with the swords with the sword they will be killed.” This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God's people.

· Then verse 18: This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man. That number is 666.

Instructed to stand firm.

· Verse 10 instructs to stand firm. To seek patience, perseverance and faithfulness.

· We are called to show wisdom in working things out – especially the ‘666’

· I’ve already shared what ‘666’ could be in our ‘WhatsApp’ group.

· It could be coded from the lettering that symbolised numbers such as the Roman numerals. John may have counted using hands, fingers or sticks men. 

· 666 is the base for triangular numbers. There is a theory that is known as biblical numerology/mathematics. That is all numbers in the Bible have a particular purpose. They suggest when added, divided, times or subtracted you have a particular result. In simple terms think of number sequence or algebra. I was terrible at maths.

· The summary of Revelation is that we are called to ask ‘Who or what is the beast?’ And ‘Where and how do we see/identify God at work?’

· With those questions in mind here is a video. Ask yourself those questions and see if you can answer them from this video. This video may help us understand Revelation 13. If you are familiar with it please join in too!

Video of the gruffalo. 

After video:

· Have you seen and identified the beast? Is it the Gruffalo? Or is it the mouse?

· I don’t think any of the creatures including the Gruffalo are the beast. The real beast is the eco-system in which they need to live and survive.

· Some are meat eaters and see the mouse as food, the mouse is a vegetarian who lives in fear of becoming a meal for others. The mouse’s deception and lies are a means of survival. They are all pitied against one another.

· Does this sound familiar? Our socio-political system seeks to distract and at times deceive us. There are times and places where it seeks to pull people away from God. This is the warning of Revelation 13.

· You may be sitting there and saying Wayne, get a grip, the Gruffalo is a children’s story. You don’t know the intentions of the author. The story is innocent fun! 

· Now – if you have thought of that, you have made my point about Revelation 13. You echo John’s call for wisdom.

· We all have different interpretations and views on our world and times we live. Some say it’s the end times, others are open minded. We read Revelation 13 differently. 

· What is clear is that we face huge challenges:
1. AI and technology. 
2. The governments so called resilience plane and urge for us to be preps!
3. The ever increasingly feel of the Christian faith being marginalised.
4. Wars and conflicts around the world and the feel of being run by dictatorships.
5. The closure of high street shops and the lack of cash in a cashless contactless payment system.
6. Personal issues.
7. Family disputes.
8. Migrant issues.
9. Language and communication issues.
10.  Debt and money struggles, cost of living crisis.

I could go on. There are many examples.

Conclude:

· I started with using enigmatic riddles: I believe that John is teasing us with the imagery and numbers. I don’t think they are relevant. He is in prison is suffering. He calls us to share in that same suffering, a bait a mental struggle if not a real one. But the code lies in:

· Patient endurance. To be faithful. 

· We are called to wisdom.

· In everything keep our eyes fixed on God, to know the hope of love shown by Jesus Christ and to know the power of the Holy Spirit at work in us.
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